
 

 COMMITTEE TO COUNTER KREMLIN PROPAGANDA AND DISINFORMATION 

      Speaking Points 
 

• The Russian government uses social and other media platforms to promote 

narratives, regardless of factuality, that support its goals - including the 

erosion of public trust in our government, media, institutions and 

democratic processes as part of its global information warfare campaign. 

[link to https://www.ned.org/issue-brief-distinguishing-disinformation-

from-propaganda-misinformation-and-fake-news/] 

• These efforts are often directed at the West’s democratic elections such as 

the 2016 US presidential elections, or significant national referendums such 

as the Brexit vote in Great Britain Canadian policy makers and media must 

be alert to these threats. 

• Canada is not immune to these efforts and must take active steps to 

address the threat of interference in our national debate and affairs [link to 

https://ucc.ca/2019/01/16/ucc-statement-on-cbc-report-exposing-russian-

disinformation/].  The threat is real and constitutes an assault on our 

Democracy. 

• The Canadian government acknowledged the problem when it announced 

it was setting up a team to monitor, detect and warn Canadians of potential 

election interference [link to https://www.canada.ca/en/democratic-

institutions/news/2019/01/government-of-canada-unveils-plan-to-

safeguard-canadas-election.html], but much more needs to be done, 

including ongoing public awareness of threats. 

• Like a virus that has infected a computer network, sources of Kremlin 

propaganda must be systematically identified, targeted and neutralized. By 

not doing so, we risk the virus spreading and metastasizing within our 
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domestic information environment. [See this report from Canada’s 

Communications Security Establishment - 

https://cyber.gc.ca/en/guidance/2019-update-cyber-threats-canadas-

democratic-process] 

• Known sources of Russian propaganda and disinformation include Russia 

Today (RT) (as well as other Russian language propaganda channels such as 

Russia 1/Planeta, RTVi and NTV) continue to broadcast in Canada, and are 

carried by national cable and satellite television providers.  

• In Great Britain the government has taken steps to cancel RT’s broadcast 

licence [link to https://www.independent.co.uk/arts-

entertainment/tv/news/rt-russia-today-ofcom-banned-impartiality-skripal-

syria-galloway-propaganda-a8692141.html?fbclid=IwAR32BatUiRA2D05-

IMncnvgpwQIYSO2XFVYRxod9si05igq_KPBvaqRF6rM), while German 

legislation will hold social media platforms accountable to remove fake 

news. 

• Canadian cable and satellite providers must not accept any funds from 

Russian state media outlets to carry their channels and they must debundle 

channels like RT from basic cable, international news and any other cable 

packages, making it a stand-alone channel. 

• NGOs that represent Russian based interests in Canada as well as, 

academics, former diplomats and MPs who have business, political or other 

shared interests in Russia, and use their titles to comment on and influence 

the direction Canadian foreign policies, should have those interests clearly 

identified. 

More Information: 

• Markus Kolga, Stemming the Virus – Understanding and responding to the 

threat of Russian disinformation:  

https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/files/pdf/20181211_MLI_Russian_Disinformati

on%20PAPER_FWeb.pdf 

• New York Times article on Russia’s social media activities:  

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/31/technology/twitter-disinformation-

united-states-russia.html 
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• How the Baltic states are addressing Kremlin disinformation efforts:  
https://www.pri.org/stories/2019-01-10/countering-russian-
disinformation-baltic-nations-way 

• Toronto Star editorial on Kremlin social media disinformation:  
https://www.thestar.com/opinion/contributors/2019/02/21/russian-
disinformation-is-attacking-our-democracy-and-making-us-sick.html 

• Atlantic Council seminar on fighting disinformation:  
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/events/past-events/seminar-on-fighting-
disinformation-by-democratic-means 
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