
1



Who we are 
The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) is the voice of Canada’s Ukrainian community. The Congress brings together under one umbrella all the 
national, provincial and local Ukrainian Canadian organizations. Together with its member organizations, the UCC has been leading, coordinating and 
representing the interests of one of Canada’s largest ethnic communities (1.4 million) since 1940 and has been instrumental in shaping Canada’s social, 
economic and political landscape.

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress is non-partisan organization and does not endorse parties or candidates. The UCC presents 
the results of these surveys as part of our efforts to keep all Canadians informed about issues of importance in the 2019 
federal election. 
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UCC Survey of Party Leaders – Federal Election 2019
Ahead of Canada’s Federal Election, the UCC surveyed the leaders of Canada’s national political parties for their views and policy positions on six 
priorities of the Ukrainian Canadian community: 

1. Strengthening Canada-Ukraine Defence and Security Relations – Page 3
2. Supporting Democratic and Economic Reform in Ukraine – Page 10
3. Ensuring Security and Dignity for Seniors – Page 15
4. Welcoming Newcomers to Canada – Page 21
5. Helping Our Culture Flourish – Page 26
6. Fighting Online Hate and Disinformation – Page 34
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As our Leader has said unequivocally after meeting with President Zelensky – Canada will continue “to stand with 
Ukraine against Russian interference and aggression.” This is why our Liberal government took the important 
step to allow Canadian companies to begin selling small arms to the Ukrainian government and military on a 
limited basis. A re-elected Liberal government would also consider further defence partnerships with Ukraine, 
once they have completed important and necessary structural reforms to their defence policy and institutions.

Our party has a long, proud history of supporting Ukraine in the face of Putin’s military aggression. This will not 
change. A Conservative government will provide military aid to Ukraine, restore the use of Canada’s RADARSAT-2 
data to Ukraine’s military, expand Operation UNIFIER, and advocate for a Canadian-led peacekeeping mission at 
the United Nations to restore and secure Ukraine’s true borders.

Canada should demonstrate its support for Ukraine and for reform and anti-corruption efforts in Ukraine by 
renewing and expanding its assistance programs and establishing visa-free entrance to Canada for Ukrainians. 
Sending lethal weapons risks escalation of the conflict and would do nothing to alter the strategic balance in the 
region. 

No. We support the current Canadian Armed Forces efforts to assist in training and capacity building. However, 
we do not support the provision of weapons.

a) If elected, will your government provide Ukraine with lethal defensive weapons?
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The Liberal Party strongly supports Operation UNIFIER, which is why we extended this Canadian mission until the 
end of March 2022. We are committed to this mission for as long as we and our close allies in Ukraine believe it 
will be helpful and necessary. We have also repeatedly discussed supporting a peacekeeping mission in Ukraine, 
if it is ever deemed necessary.

Yes. Conservatives have been calling for this for years now. Under the previous Conservative government, Canada 
was a world leader in its support for Ukraine. We started Operation UNIFIER, which deployed approximately 200 
Canadian Armed Forces personnel to deliver training and build capacity for Ukrainian troops. We will build on 
these efforts.

Yes. We have called on the Liberal government to extend Operation UNIFIER, which has been instrumental in 
assisting Ukraine and sending a strong statement to Russia that we will not tolerate any actions against the 
territorial integrity of Ukraine. 

Yes.

b) Does your party support the expansion and extension of Canada’s military training mission in Ukraine, 
Operation UNIFIER? 
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In government, the Liberal Party has been clear about its willingness to impose sanctions on a wide variety of 
Russian actors and sectors. If re-elected, and we have reason to believe more sanctions are warranted or 
required to curb Russian aggression or behaviour, we will not hesitate to pursue additional measures.

Yes. The previous Conservative instituted the toughest sanctions regime in the world against Vladimir Putin. We 
will not hesitate to continue holding Vladimir Putin accountable for his unacceptable military aggression against 
Ukraine. 

We would be open to using stronger multilateral, targeted sanctions to address Russia’s malign behaviour. 

We support Canada’s continued use of strategic sanctions on Russia and will follow the advice ofCanadian 
intelligence agencies.

c) Does your party support strengthening sanctions against the Russian Federation, including the removal of 
Russia from the SWIFT international payments system, and increased sanctions against Russia’s financial, 
energy and military sectors? 
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In government, we have consistently expressed concern about the Nord Stream II pipeline and its passage 
through parts of Europe, particularly through the territory of key NATO allies like Germany. Given Russia’s 
aggressive behaviour in Ukraine and Eastern Europe, along with its other clear actions of interference, we have 
legitimate concerns about what this pipeline could mean and have made that clear to friends and partners, 
including Ukraine.

A Conservative government will remain focused on establishing Canadian energy independence and ensuring 
that Canadian oil and gas projects can access and compete in world markets.    

In government, we will look at this issue and ensure we stand up against Russia’s expansionist behaviour. 

Yes.

d) If elected, will your government oppose the construction of the Nord Stream II pipeline, including through 
the implementation of sanctions against companies involved in its construction? 
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Our government has, thus far, sanctioned 30 Russian individuals under Canada’s Magnitsky legislation for gross 
human rights violations. When it is warranted and most appropriate and efficient to do so, we will pursue 
Magnitsky sanctions against Russian officials for human rights violations. In total, Canada has sanctioned over 
430 Russian individuals and entities. We introduced the Magnitsky law and we will continue to use it when 
warranted.

Yes. In recent years we introduced and passed the Sergei Magnitsky law, which the Liberals have not used to its 
fullest extent. The world’s worst human rights violators must be held accountable, particularly those within 
Putin’s regime.

Yes, Magnitsky Act sanctions should be used when appropriate. 

Yes.

e) If elected, will your government implement Magnitsky Act sanctions against Russian officials responsible 
for the abuse of internationally recognized human rights of Ukrainian citizens? 
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The Liberal Party unequivocally condemns the continued presence of Russian-backed and Russian-funded armed 
insurgents in the Donbas. Our party also will ensure that the steps we have already taken against these two so-
called “Peoples’ Republics”, such as not allowing the use of Russian passports from the Donbas cannot be used to 
travel to Canada, will remain in place. The designation of terrorist organizations is a process led by law 
enforcement officials, who we will work closely with, to determine any possible next steps.

The continued defence of Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity must be one of Canada’s top defence and 
foreign affairs priorities. A Conservative government will never recognize Putin’s annexation of Crimea and 
Eastern Ukraine, nor will we recognize Putin’s puppet governments in Luhansk and Donetsk. Russia is a very 
serious threat, particularly with respect to Canada’s Arctic; we will not hesitate to do what is necessary to 
counter this threat.

The list of terrorist entities is maintained by the Department of Public Safety, upon the advice of the Minister and 
based on criminal and other intelligence. We don’t want to interfere in this process. 

No.

f) If elected, will your government designate the Russian Federation a state supporter of terrorism and 
designate the so-called Luhansk and Donetsk “Peoples’ Republics” as terrorist organizations? 
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A re-elected Liberal government will always be there to support the people of Ukraine, Ukraine’s sovereignty, 
and its territorial integrity. As part of this support, we have provided over $130 million in assistance to Ukraine 
since 2016, support which will continue as long as it is necessary. The people of Ukraine can count on the 
continued and unwavering friendship and support of Canada. We also ensured funding for observation missions 
to Ukraine for this year’s presidential and parliamentary elections, with more than $24 million in total support.

In response to Russia’s illegal annexation of the Ukrainian territory of Crimean our Conservative government 
contributed over $500 million in military, economic and humanitarian assistance to Ukraine. We will continue to 
act to ensure Canada’s foreign aid dollars are spent effectively and where they are needed the most.

Canada should continue to support Ukraine and the Ukrainian people with economic, diplomatic, and political 
support as it consolidates its democracy. Canada should, at the very least, extend existing international 
assistance funding. A New Democrat government is committed to boosting Canada’s international development 
assistance, with the goal of contributing 0.7 percent of our Gross National Income to international aid. 

Yes. Under a Green government, international assistance funds will be broadly increased and Ukraine
will remain a priority recipient.

a) If elected, will your government increase international assistance funding to Ukraine?
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Our government has always been at the forefront of supporting Ukraine through the last five years, as countless 
Ukrainians have suffered hardships due to Russian hostility. With the conflict in Eastern Ukraine in its fifth year, 
there remain millions of people in need of humanitarian assistance, with women and the elderly bearing the 
brunt of ongoing hostilities. Our government has invested millions of dollars to support conflict-affected 
Ukrainians, with an emphasis on women in the Donetsk and Luhansk regions. If re-elected, our party will 
continue to support humanitarian efforts like these, among others.

We will continue to support the people of Ukraine in the midst of Putin’s military aggression, as we always have. 
While the Liberals have given $110 million to the Hamas-affiliated and anti-Semitic United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency, as well as provided aid dollars to countries like Russia, North Korea, and Iran, we will take steps to 
ensure that Canada’s foreign aid dollars are spent effectively and where they are needed most.

Canada should do as much as possible to meet the humanitarian needs of all Ukrainians who have borne the 
brunt of armed conflict. Canada should extend existing aid. This may well include increasing humanitarian 
assistance to Ukraine. 

Yes. Canada has an important role to play in upholding human rights internationally.

b) Does your party support increasing Canadian humanitarian assistance to all those who have suffered as a 
result of Russia’s war against Ukraine? 
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The Liberal Party has been and remains committed to strengthening Ukraine’s democratic institutions, its 
ongoing economic reform efforts, as well as the steps necessary for Ukraine’s integration into Europe and NATO. 
Our government is incredibly proud to have been able to host the 2019 Ukraine Reform Conference in Toronto in 
July. It was an invaluable opportunity for Canada and the international community – with delegations from 37 
countries – to demonstrate our committed support for reforms in Ukraine.

Conservatives support an increased NATO presence to respond to Russian escalation in the Black Sea, as well as 
the aspirations of Ukraine to join the NATO alliance. A Conservative government will also take the lead at the 
United Nations and advocate for a Canadian-led, UN peacekeeping mission to secure Ukraine’s true eastern 
border. 

Yes. Ukraine is a friend of Canada’s and deserves our full-hearted support as it consolidates its democracy and 
rebuilds in the face of conflict. Canada is well-positioned to provide economic, political, and diplomatic support, 
by deepening people-to-people contacts and providing assistance to Ukraine’s institutions. 

Yes.

c) Does your party support a long-term Canadian commitment to strengthening Ukraine’s democratic 
institutions, supporting Ukraine’s European and NATO integration and continued reform efforts?
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The Liberal Party recognizes that Canada and Ukraine are connected by deep and enduring people-to-people ties 
and growing commercial relations. The entry into force of the Canada-Ukraine Free Trade Agreement in 2017 
(which our government also signed) marked another milestone in a partnership that has been creating prosperity 
for citizens of both countries. We remain committed to working continuously with Ukraine to advance trade and 
investment opportunities for our respective businesses, particularly Canadian companies looking to invest in 
Ukraine.

Increased trading relations between Canada and Ukraine are vital because both countries shared commitment to 
freedom and democracy. Trade provides us with an opportunity to deepen our partnership, deepen the people-
to-people connections that exist between countries with similar values. The previous Conservative government 
initiated free trade negotiations with Ukraine; we will continue to build the Canada-Ukraine trading relationship.

Yes. 

Yes. Trade is crucial to building economic stability.

d) If elected, will your government work with Export Development Canada to promote increased trade and 
investment between Canada and Ukraine, including providing accessible loans and export insurance for 
Canadian companies investing in Ukraine? 
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Our Liberal government has taken significant steps to lower the price of drugs by working towards a national 
pharmacare program, lowering costs by $1 billion a year. No Canadian should have to choose between paying for 
prescription drugs and putting food on the table, especially lower-income and vulnerable seniors. A re-elected 
Liberal government will invest an additional $6 billion over four years towards health care improvements, 
including significant new funds to support a universal pharmacare across the country.

Conservatives know that some Canadians legitimately struggle to pay for or access prescription 
medications. However, the evidence shows that this is not a problem for the vast majority of Canadians, which 
call into question the need for a billion-dollar, national program. Our platform will include targeted, sustainable 
healthcare proposals, including on medication, that will improve the health of Canadians. Our platform will also 
include policies to cut taxes and lower the cost of living for Canadians.

Seniors deserve a retirement that’s financially secure and dignified. We will lead a National Seniors Strategy that 
will work with the provinces, territories, and Indigenous governments to make seniors health care a priority, 
reduce isolation, and tackle seniors’ poverty. 

Yes. A universal, single-payer national pharmacare program is urgently needed. No Canadian should
have to make a choice between filling the prescriptions they need and paying rent or putting food on the
table for their family. Greens were the first to call for a universal pharmacare system in Canada, and we
remain committed to implementing such a program. It will apply to everyone, not just seniors.
Universal pharmacare is the best way to accomplish both life-saving and cost-cutting goals. The GPC
would complement this program by creating bulk drug purchasing agency and shortening drug patent
protection times.

a) If elected, will your government establish a national program to support pharmacare for lower-income 
seniors? 
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The Liberal Party is committed to improving the lives of Canadian seniors. Our government’s new investments in 
seniors care, including part of $11 billion over ten years towards health care, will go towards new rehab 
programs for seniors at home or in long-term care facilities; new equipment for seniors’ centres; training 
programs for support staff; and a number of other initiatives and pilot projects to foster healthy aging and 
innovative support for seniors.

Andrew Scheer understands the importance of a sustainable healthcare system, which is why he committed to 
maintaining important health and social transfers to the provinces. These transfers are used to fund important 
services including care for seniors. Andrew is concerned that this important funding will be put at risk if the out-
of-control Liberal deficits are not addressed soon. An Andrew Scheer government would live within its means 
and protect this important health and social spending.

Yes. Many seniors are themselves caregivers to a loved one, or rely on the caregiving of family members. In order 
to help make life a little more affordable for caregivers, who are overwhelmingly women, we’ll make the Canada 
Caregiver Tax Credit refundable. This will provide thousands of dollars to the most low-income caregivers, many 
of whom have given up work completely to care for a loved one. 

A Green government will actively address the needs of seniors, with a view to keeping seniors in their
own communities. We will fund the creation of more long-term care beds in neighbourhood facilities,
and will support home-sharing plans that can provide the option to seniors to stay in their own homes.
We understand the immense effort undertaken by caregivers and are open to supporting them through
a benefit program. Our Guaranteed Liveable Income program will also support caregivers and seniors
alike.The Green Party will also restore the federal/provincial Health Accord, basing the health transfer on
demographics and real health care needs in each province, rather than the current formula based on
gross domestic product (GDP) growth. This reform will account for the needs of seniors.

b) Does your party support improving access to safe and affordable care for seniors by increasing investments 
in programs, staffing and facilities? 
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Our government has always been open to consulting with organizations and institutions on the front lines of 
providing care to seniors or any other group of Canadians. Through our partnerships with provinces and 
territories, we are always pursuing best practices and looking to cooperate to the benefit of those requiring care, 
whether at a long-term care facility or at home.

As a rule, an Andrew Scheer government will always consult widely with groups affected by policy decisions. 

Yes. 

Yes.

c) If elected, will your government commit to increased cooperation and consultation with ethno-cultural 
organizations and institutions who provide care to seniors? 
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The Liberal Party supports and encourages volunteer work by all Canadians, but particularly seniors who are 
looking for ways to give back to the communities through charitably offering their time and resources. Through 
the New Horizons for Seniors Program, projects led or inspired by seniors are eligible for up to $25,000. These 
projects will promote voluntarism, engage seniors in the community through mentoring, and promote the social 
participation and inclusion of seniors.

Conservatives believe deeply that volunteers are an essential part of a great country. Our previous Conservative 
government took concrete action to recognize the sacrifice of volunteers, such as creating a tax credit for 
volunteer firefighters in 2011 and a tax credit for search and rescue volunteer in 2014. And an Andrew Scheer 
government would make it easier to qualify for the tax credit for search and rescue volunteers. An Andrew 
Scheer government would continue to look for ways to recognize volunteers for the work they do and encourage 
the next generation of volunteers. 

Yes. 

Yes.

d) Seniors are amongst the most active volunteers in Canada. Does your party support formal recognition and 
assistance to older Canadians engaged in volunteer work? 
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Our Party is strongly in favour of supporting caregivers, which is why we have implemented the new Canada 
caregiver credit, which is now available to all Canadians who qualify, up to an annual amount of $6,986 
depending on the circumstances. As the government, we improved the EI Compassionate Care Benefit by 
providing a new 15 weeks for those caring for loved ones who have serious health issues, but who are not at 
significant risk of death (what the compassionate care benefit itself is limited to).

Our previous Conservative government took meaningful action to recognize and support the important work of 
caregivers, such as creating the Family Caregiver Tax Credit and removing the limit on the amount of eligible 
expenses that caregivers can claim under the Medical Expense Tax Credit. While the Conservative party does not 
currently have plans to provide a caregiver tax credit for family caregivers and expand the EI Compassionate Care 
Benefit, an Andrew Scheer government will definitely continue the Conservative legacy of supporting caregivers 
and be open to hearing how best to do this. 

In order to help make life a little more affordable for caregivers, who are overwhelmingly women, we’ll make the 
Canada Caregiver Tax Credit refundable. This will provide thousands of dollars to the most low-income 
caregivers, many of whom have given up work completely to care for a loved one. 

In the long term, our planned Guaranteed Liveable Income program will provide additional support for
caregivers, and allow them to work part-time without fear of losing their benefits. But, we support an
increase in tax credits to caregivers in the meantime.

e) If elected, will your party provide a caregiver tax credit for family caregivers and expand the EI 
Compassionate Care Benefit? 
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Our Government has worked with provincial and territorial government, regulatory bodies, national associations 
and credential assessment agencies to make it easier for newcomers to have their accreditation recognized in 
Canada so that they can find employment faster. This includes new investments through the Foreign Credential 
Recognition Loans Project, which helps newcomers with the costs of getting their credentials recognized and 
provides direct employment services. We have also re-invested into pre-arrival services, which helps newcomers 
get the information they need before they arrive in Canada, to help them get on the path to success sooner. A re-
elected Government will continue to work with provinces and territories to streamline credential recognition and 
continue to invest in supports for newcomers, to enable them to use their skills sooner and help grow our 
economy.

Andrew Scheer clearly stated in his My Vision for Canada on immigration speech: “I will improve credential 
recognition and make it easier for new Canadians who have existing skills that meet our standards to ply their 
trades here.We all lose out when doctors and engineers are not able to practice their profession. I want them to 
come to Canada to do what they were trained to do.”

Yes. That’s why a New Democrat government will make sure that our immigration policies and levels meet 
Canada’s labour-force needs and recognize people’s experiences, contributions, and ties to Canada. We will work 
with the provinces to address gaps in settlement services and improve foreign credentials recognition. 

Yes. A Green government will ensure professionals being considered for immigration have the licensing
requirements for their professions clearly explained before entry. We will work with professional associations to 
create a robust system for evaluating the education and training credentials of immigrants against Canadian 
standards, with the goal of expediting accreditation and expanding professional opportunities for immigrants.

a) Does your party commit to streamlining the process of Canadian professional accreditation for newcomers? 
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Our Government believes that when newcomers succeed, all of Canada succeeds. That's why we have 
significantly expanded settlement and integration services across the country, with federal funding growing by 
more than 30% since 2015. We have encouraged innovation and have also focused on restructuring service-
delivery, to ensure that we invest in the support programs for newcomers that are effective, efficient and rooted 
in local and cultural communities to achieve greatest impact.

Andrew Scheer in his My Vision for Canada speech on immigration, made the following commitment:  “We will 
improve language training to ensure greater proficiency in English or French, and newcomers’ ability to succeed 
economically and socially.”

Yes. People are struggling to get work in their field of expertise, causing stress for their families as they struggle 
to make ends meet and to fulfill their potential. We will expand access to services, especially language training 
(LINC), and expand youth programs and mentorship opportunities for settlement and services. 

Yes. We will work with municipalities and provinces to improve the integration of new Canadians into
the multicultural fabric of our country. We will also support multicultural communities by assisting
cultural organizations to obtain charitable status.

b) If elected, will your government increase support for ethno-cultural, community-based settlement services 
for newcomers? 
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Caregivers provide care to families in Canada that need it, and it’s time for Canada to care for them in return. 
Earlier this year we began to provide international caregivers with the opportunity to bring their family members 
here from the outset, to access permanent residency faster, and to obtain sector-specific (instead of employer-
specific) work permits. This will significantly reduce family separation and better protect caregivers in the 
workplace. We have also reduced the applications backlog that we inherited in 2015 by 94% and cut wait times 
for permanent residence processing from 5 years to under 12 months.

Andrew Scheer in his My Vision for Canada speech on immigration, made the following commitment:“I will work 
to allow those who enter Canada as low-skilled workers a permanent path to residency, making sure wages are 
fair and worker abuse is prevented.”

Yes, and our record supports this. If someone is good enough to come and work here, then there should be a 
path for them to stay permanently. 

Yes.

c) Does your party support easing restrictions on paths to citizenship for international caregivers working in 
Canada? 
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During President Zelensky’s trip to Canada in July, our Liberal government had discussions about easing the 
burden required of Ukrainian citizens to travel to Canada. Our party believes in continuing these discussions and 
moving as quickly as possible towards making travel to Canada as easy as possible, including a possible visa-free 
regime in the future. To demonstrate our commitment to this process, in 2017, our Government launched CAN+ 
in Ukraine, which is a new program that provides expedited and streamlined processing for Ukrainians who have 
previously travelled to Canada. Finally, we are finalizing the agreement between Ukraine and Canada on youth 
mobility, which will enable young people to travel, study and work in each country, and will further strengthen 
the deep ties between our people.

The Conservative Party has always valued the special friendship between Canada and Ukraine. It has been a 
source of cultural and economic enrichment for both countries.
We have been in favour of simplifying of the visa process for short term visits to Canada and would strongly 
consider removing the temporary visa requirement for Ukrainians. 

Yes, and we have called on the current government repeatedly to take this step. 

We are encouraged by the progress made under the Liberal government towards visa-free travel for
Ukrainian citizens visiting Canada, and we plan to continue this progress.

d) If elected, will your government establish a roadmap to attain visa-free travel for Ukrainian citizens visiting 
Canada? 
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The Liberal Party of Canada recognizes this shameful chapter in Canadian history and will work with the 
Ukrainian-Canadian community to find an appropriate way to commemorate this dark period in our history. The 
lessons of the dangers of xenophobia and intolerance must be passed on to our children and grandchildren, to 
ensure that they are never repeated.

The internment of 8,579 “enemy aliens” – in reality just European families looking to build a better life in Canada 
- who were interned in 24 receiving stations and camps from 1914-1920 was a dark period in Canadian 
history. Conservatives have consistently supported establishing days to recognize events of important historical 
significance. We will continue to support establishing these type of commemorative days, weeks and months.

We support this idea. 

Yes.

a) Historical Recognitions –
i) If elected, will your government adopt legislation establishing October 28 as the annual Day of 
Commemoration of Canada’s First National Internment Operations (1914-1920)? 
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The Liberal Party supported, both in the House of Commons via a motion and at committee, the recognition of 
the Crimean Tatar Sürgünlik as genocide and to mark the Crimean Tatar Deportation Memorial Day on May 18th 
of every year. Unfortunately, it did not pass with the unanimous consent of the full House, but we would 
certainly support it again in the future.

Yes. Canada’s Conservatives have always supported the Crimean Tatar people, as part of our principled stand in 
support of Ukraine. In 2016, Conservative M.P. Kerry Diotte introduced Bill C-306, which would have recognized 
the Crimean Tatar deportations as a genocide. Sadly, the Trudeau Liberal government opposed recognizing the 
facts of this brutal chapter of history and voted against the bill.

We should always condemn mass-atrocity crimes, and remember the victims of these horrific crimes, and these 
include genocide, ethnic cleansing, war crimes, and crimes against humanity. 

Yes.

a) Historical Recognitions –
ii) Does your party support the recognition of the Deportation of the Crimean Tatar People (Sürgünlik) by the 
Soviet regime in 1944 as an act of Genocide? If elected, will your government adopt legislation establishing 
May 18 as the annual Day of Remembrance of the Genocide of the Crimean Tatar People? 
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In the Multilateral Early Learning and Child Care Framework that our government signed with provinces and 
territories, one of the core principles is that early learning and child care systems respect and value diversity. The 
Liberal Party supports consulting with stakeholders about how ethno-cultural learning can be supported through 
the Framework.

Under a new Conservative government, Canadians will be able to count on stable and predictable social program 
funding. It is critical for Canadians to have confidence that these programs will be there for them when they 
need them. That’s what this guarantee is about. Early learning is a matter of provincial jurisdiction, but we 
certainly support the idea of providing ethno-cultural early learning.

Yes. 

Yes.

b) If elected, will your government launch consultations to study ways in which ethno-cultural early 
learning can be supported? 
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Our government has introduced a new investment of $21 million over two years to support events that bring 
Canadians together, and help foster a stronger sense of connection between diverse groups of Canadians. 
Specifically, these funds will support more festivals, large-scale and community-based celebrations and 
commemoration initiatives

Conservatives believe strongly in having pride in our past and taking measures to conserve and commemorate 
past events that we can all be proud of. A Conservative Government has no plans to cut this measure.

Yes. 

Yes. The Greens will support multicultural communities by assisting cultural organizations to obtain
charitable status.

c) If elected, will your government renew the federal tax credit for community-based heritage 
programming? 
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Our government has introduced a new investment of $21 million over two years to support events that bring 
Canadians together, and help foster a stronger sense of connection between diverse groups of Canadians. 
Specifically, these funds will support more festivals, large-scale and community-based celebrations and 
commemoration initiatives.

Conservatives believe that all youth should have access to good, quality jobs that will help them get ahead under 
the Canada Summer Jobs program. We will ensure that this program does not have a values test.

Yes. 

Yes.

d) If elected, will your government ensure that the Canada Summer Jobs Program and the Youth 
Employment Strategy takes into account the needs of youth in ethno-cultural communities? 
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Amateur artists receive a great number of funding opportunities through the Canada Council for the Arts and, by 
2021, our government will have doubled the funding for the Council’s budget. These additional funds will allow 
for even more artists to receive grants to help them travel within Canada, promote their work, circulate 
exhibitions or participate in festivals, and also allow festivals and presenters to engage more artists to host their 
work.

Conservatives will continue to support artists.

Yes. We think that artists should be able to earn a decent living from their art and that government has an 
important role to play in making sure that a diversity of Canadian voices tell our stories. Recognizing the special 
challenges faced by people who make a living in the arts and culture industry, we’ll make life more affordable by 
putting in place income tax averaging for artists and cultural workers. 

Yes. The Green Party will increase funding to all of Canada’s arts and culture organizations.

e) If elected, will your government ensure that amateur artists are provided full access to a range of 
funding opportunities?
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If proposed in Parliament, the Liberal Party caucus would support the recognition of a Ukrainian Canadian 
Cultural Heritage Month in September.

Conservatives have consistently supported establishing national observances. The previous Conservative 
Government designated the fourth Saturday in November as Holodomor Memorial Day. We will continue to 
support establishing these type of commemorative days, weeks and months.

Yes. 

Yes. We are happy to have our Members of Parliament support the celebration of Ukrainian heritage in
Canada.

f) If elected, will your government adopt legislation designating September as Ukrainian Canadian Cultural 
Heritage Month?  
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To help stop the proliferation of violent extremism online, we will move forward with new regulations for social 
media platforms, starting with a requirement that all platforms remove illegal content, including hate speech, 
within 24 hours or face significant financial penalties. This will also include other online harms, such as 
radicalization, incitement to violence, exploitation of children, or creation or distribution of terrorist propaganda.
Because hate speech continues to harm people offline as well, we will also look at options for civil remedies for 
victims of hate speech.

Conservatives believe that Canada’s hate crimes laws and judicial system are the most appropriate avenues we 
have to prosecute those who incite violence against identifiable groups. To that end, it is incumbent on 
governments at all levels to ensure that their law enforcement agencies have the tools they need to effectively 
enforce Canada’s Criminal Code.

We will begin work immediately to ensure that all major cities have dedicated hate-crime units within local 
police forces and to convene a national working group to counter online hate. New Democrats will always stand 
up against all forms of hate, racism, including anti-Black racism, anti- Semitism, Islamophobia, gender-based 
violence, homophobia, and transphobia. 

Online harassment is illegal. The Green Party condemns it and believes that the perpetrators of such
harassment should be reported and held accountable. Greens will study options to regulate Facebook,
Twitter and other social media platforms to ensure that only actual people, with verifiable identities, are
able to publish on those platforms. This will also help reduce the pernicious spread of disinformation
campaigns, which have been undermining our democracy.

a) Does your party support the development of a national strategy to combat online hate and 
disinformation? 
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Our party believes it is in the public interest that social media platforms must enforce their terms and conditions 
in a responsible and consistent manner. Stakeholders and online platforms have a responsibility to manage their 
communities and ensure the integrity of online content, promote greater online transparency and provide 
greater authenticity. We also know that Canadians – particularly those targeted by hate - will also continue to 
hold these platforms to account to address issues like cyber security and the spread of disinformation on their 
channels.

Yes. Russia is hoping to use the democratic freedoms it curtails at home, and in particular its chokehold on the 
freedom of the press, to spread disinformation and weaken Ukraine's resolve to defend its core values. 
Conservatives support efforts undertaken by Canada national security agencies to combat and disrupt Russian 
interference in our democracy.

Anti-Semitism, anti-Black racism, Islamophobia, and other forms of hate are too often allowed to flourish on the 
internet. A New Democrat government will convene a national working group to counter online hate and protect 
public safety, and make sure that social media platforms are responsible for removing hateful and extremist 
content before it can do harm. 

Yes. 

b) Does your party support working with stakeholders to eliminate online hate from social media, 
including Russian disinformation campaigns that promulgate hatred against Ukraine and Ukrainians in 
Canada? 
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We believe that it is in the public interest that social media platforms enforce their own stated terms and 
conditions in a responsible and consistent manner. The platforms have a responsibility to manage their 
communities and ensure the integrity of online content, promote greater online transparency and provide 
greater authenticity. We introduced Canada’s Declaration on Electoral Integrity Online, which details basic 
responsibilities for digital platforms and the government.

A Conservative government will take steps to ensure that Canada’s democratic institutions are protected from 
foreign interference, including disinformation campaigns.  It is important to protect Canadians from evolving 
threats involving foreign actors while  also ensuring that legitimate free speech rights are protected.

Yes, we are open to this idea. 

Yes.

c) If elected, will your government adopt legislation that will require social media platforms to clearly 
identify automated social media accounts (bots)?
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The regulation of TV and other broadcasting networks in Canada is determined by the Canadian Radio-television 
and Telecommunications Commission (CRTC), who review the status of TV channels such as RT. The Liberal Party 
takes the issue of possible foreign interference of foreign-funded propaganda very seriously and we will continue 
to do so.

We know that Russia attempts to take advantage of the freedoms it denies its own citizens in order to spread 
their propaganda abroad. Conservatives believe in standing up for the right to freedom of expression, as well as 
the dissemination of a multitude of perspectives in the media market. However, we are also very concerned 
about foreign interference in the electoral process. We will take all appropriate measures to protect and secure 
our electoral system.

Yes. 

Yes.

d) If elected, will your government investigate Russian state propaganda networks broadcasting in Canada 
regarding their contravention of the Television Broadcasting Regulations? 
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